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A note from the Honorary
Colonel of the Regiment

In this issue...
In May, the Hamburger Hill Chapter

will celebrate their 53rd anniversary

in Fort Campbell, KY. They will be

honoring the 20th Anniversary of

Operation Anaconda as they gather to

celebrate another year together. In

August, the Rakkasan Association

will hold the National reunion in

conjunction with the 101st Airborne

Division Association in Grand Rapids

Michigan. Dates, registration for the

event, hotel info and details about the

National Reunion will be available

soon on the Screaming Eagle website 

 (www.screamingeagle.org).

Rakkasans and family  in the hospitality suite in 2021
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Today politicians, bureaucrats, medical people, TV personalities, local

officials, friends and family are talking about Covid. Truth and

misinformation are mingled together. Who knows what to do? Who has

the correct answers,to so many questions? Shadrack,Meshach, Abednego,

Paul, and Silas knew who did. Their hope and trust was in God, no matter,

what their situation was. The king Nebuchadnezzar saw a 4th man in that

fiery furnace and said, “the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.”

Daniel 3:25 They were not alone! God had not abandoned them and He

has not abandoned us. 

COVID CONCERNS

COVID is still with us from 2020 to 2021 and now in 2022. In the jungles of Vietnam, sometimes, we were

frustrated and would grow weary of fighting a sometimes invisible enemy. I feel like the battle with

COVID is like that, in some respects. It’s ever present or it’s always there but not seen. However, we see

the results of COVID. We see a great amount of distrust, distortion of the truth, disruption of lives, death

and distress. People are lonely because of periods of isolation or quarantine, economic hardship, and

people are concerned about families, the civil unrest and uncertainty of what can possibly happen next.

The problems Covid has caused are to long to mention, if it were possible.

How do we deal with all of these problems? All through my life, when I began to think I was going

through a very difficult time of dealing with a bad situation or problem, the temptation would always pop

up to feel sorry for myself. Just when I would work myself up, for a pity party a situation or person would

cross my path of life to show me, there are much worse things, that people are dealing with than

anything, I was. PITY PARTY CANCELLED!

In the Bible there were three Hebrew boys, Shadrack Meshach and Abednego. They were cast into a fiery

furnace, because they wouldn’t bend or bow to the king. The result was, they did not burn. Paul and Silas

were in jail, because they were serving, “the most high God which shew unto us the way of salvation.”

Acts 16:17 Instead of having a pity party, because of their situation, the Bible says, “at midnight Paul and

Silas prayed and sang praises unto God.” Acts 16:25 As a result an earthquake shook the prison doors

were opened and they were released from their bondage, by the power of God. 

Put your hope and trust in the God, who really can do something, about our problems

Chaplain's Corner
Dennis Helms, Hamburger Hill Veteran, Association Chaplain
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I seem to be on a soapbox with this issue. I am expressing my opinion of what is
needed in the United States today.

I have noticed that the people today do not seem to care about themselves or
others. Our young folks do not seem to care about their lives with wrong
decisions and taking chances that could get them into trouble. I believe parents
and teachers are not setting good examples by not teaching children to care
about themselves and people that are different than them. There are still those
who have racial problems and other bad thoughts. I believe you should treat
people as you wish to be treated and give people the benefit of doubt. I have
tried to raise my children to be caring individuals and to respect everyone. So
far they have taught my grandchildren to have love and compassion for
everyone. This is carried on even with my great grandchildren as they are very
compassionate and loving. They make me so proud. 

My husband was a veteran of 2 wars and received 4 bronze medals and 2
purple hearts. He loved people no matter who you were. I was taught the same
thing by my parents. I believe in love and respect for your fellow man and I
believe it would make the world a better place. Be amazed at life and enjoy each
other. It’s the magic that keeps us young in heart. Stop to observe the richness
around you-our beautiful world, your family, and those you love. Keep this hope
alive as you anticipate success and see yourself already there. Create your own
style. You are your own special artist as you create your own masterpiece.
Please have compassion for the troops returning from Afghanistan, they did the
best they could. May GOD bless them.

Pray for the world that peace fills every heart and mind, that all may know
His love, His plan for all mankind. AMEN

Repectfully Submitted

Marilyn “Lynn” Pineau Florida and Samurai Chapters.
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FROM
THEPRESIDENT

Hello fellow Rakkasans, 

 I hope that 2022 has started well for you and your family. We have several events

planned for the upcoming months.  May sees the Hamburger Hill 53td Anniversary of

the Battle for Dong Ap Bia.  We will also cerebrate 20 years since the Anaconda Battle

in Afghanistan. The reunion is for all Rakkasans who want to visit with the active-

duty soldiers at the 187th Regiment.  We need you in Clarksville May 16 to May 20,

2022.  You can sign up at our website:  www.rakkasanassociation.org/event

 In August we will join with the 101st Airborne Division Association Reunion.  The

National Rakkasan Association will organize a formal dinner and there is much

interaction with all members of the 101st Airborne.  That will be August 3 to August 8,

2022.  It will be held at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, Grand Rapids Michigan.  You

can sign up at the 101st Airborne Division Association web site 2022 Annual Reunion

(screamingeagle.org). Hope to see you there.

 Special note that the Hamburger Hill has established a scholarship if you are interested

check the web site under Chapter News www.rakkasanassociation.org/event. The

deadline date is approaching quickly so do not delay. Applications must be postmarked

April 30, 2022.

 

 Each day we get older and unfortunately we lost some of our fellow Rakkasans.  Please

reach out to your friend and buddy.  

See you in May or August. RAKKASAN!

Bob 

Gerald R. Harkins, COL (RET)

President, National Rakkasan Association
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Reunion Details
( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  C O V E R  P A G E )

 We will be using the Country Inn and Suites again.

The hotel is independently owned and operated under a

license agreement with an affiliate of Radisson

Hospitality, Inc. Five blocks of rooms have been

reserved in the name of the Hamburger Hill / Rakkasan

reunion. You must call the hotel directly to get the

reserved room rate for the RAKKASAN GROUP. When 

you call, tell them you are with the event. Please be aware that the rooms generally fill up

around 6 weeks prior to the event (we are now at 7 weeks) Country Inn & Suites Clarksville:

3075 Wilma Rudolph Blvd, Reservations: 931-444-6623, Front Desk: 931-645-1400

 Registration $170 Per Person (The cost includes: Reception, Commemorative Dinner, the

spouses luncheon Wednesday, some of the transportation, meeting and hospitality/ballroom

room fees).  Funds are NOT included for the purchase of refreshments for the hospitality

room.  Please earmark any donations for the hospitality room operation when you register or

if you would like to contribute in your absence.  

 It is very important to all of us that each and every veteran of their time as a Rakkasan be

present at one or all of the reunions.  We want to see you.  If there are financial constraints

that may prohibit your attendance, let us know and we will try to arrange assistance.

 There are two options for registration and sponsorship:  First is the traditional check to

Mike Smith. PLEASE LET US KNOW YOUR NUMBER OF RESERVATIONS AND

FORWARD PAYMENT TO: 

Weldon F. Honeycutt /Hamburger Hill Chapter. C/O Mike Smith, Treasurer

630 Waverly Avenue

Washington Court House, Ohio 43160

 

The Second option is online. Visit www.rakkasanassociation.org/event Please note: if your

spouse would like to attend the Ladies luncheon on Wednesday, please add that to your

registration selections. There is no extra charge- we need to keep an accurate headcount. If

you have questions contact Mike Smith at 740-572-6019 / mike@rakkasanassociation.org or

Rachael Vance at 940-389-1160 / info@rakkasanassociation.org 

See you in May!
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Honorary Colonel of the
Regiment

         

 

My Fellow Rakkasans:

I hope this note finds you and your Families safe and well as we pass through yet another Covid

year.  Jeannine and I also hope you all had a peaceful, restful, and blessed Holiday Season with

Family and Friends.

I’d like to take this opportunity to personally thank Bob Harkins, the Rakkasan Association, and

especially the Hamburger Hill Chapter for their combined efforts and hard work in preparation

for the upcoming Reunion, 15-19 May 2022 at Ft Campbell.  This is the 53rd Reunion for our

Hamburger Hill Rakkasans, and the 20th Reunion of our Anaconda / OEF 1 / Op APPOLO

Rakkasans.

It’s hard to believe it’s been 20 years since Operation Anaconda, with TF Rakkasan as the first

US Army Brigade Combat Team in Afghanistan following the terrorist attack on our Country on

9/11.  As with all Rakkasans of the past who have so proudly and bravely served our Country in

peace and in war, and our current serving Rakkasans, we are all honored to have served…and

even more so as Rakkasans.  We are all looking forward to conducting another “rendezvous” at

this years reunion.

I remember the emotion, renewed friendships, recollections, and pride of watching past Korean

War Golden Rakkasans, Vietnam and Hamburger Hill Rakkasans, and Desert Shield and Desert

Storm Rakkasans all enjoy the reunion of friends, comrades and families in these special years.  

Those of us in this 20th Anaconda Reunion look forward to joining that kinship.

We will be proud to be joined by all our TF Rakkasan comrades - from across the 101st, our

Canadian brethren from 3 PPCLI, the 1/87th from 10th Mtn Div, and all other supporting

elements who made our deployment so successful and served shoulder to shoulder - side by side. 

 We are all Rakkasans!

We are both honored and grateful to the Hamburger Hill Chapter and the Rakkasan Association

for their tremendous support and encouragement to join them for this years reunion - that is

what being a Rakkasan for life is all about!

I look forward to seeing you all with our active duty Rakkasans this May.

Let Valor Not Fail.  Rakkasan.  Frank Wiercinski HCOR
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A planned gift is a wonderful way to provide for the future of Rakkasan 187th ARCT Association. You
will have the satisfaction of knowing that your gift will continue to help our Rakkasan brethren for
generations to come.

  The Board of Directors has entrusted the treasurer to accept gifts given as legacy bequests to be
directed to the Rakkasan Legacy Fund and to accept specific donations. The money donated to this
fund will be specifically earmarked and restricted for use by the Association to promulgate projects
and causes that will specifically ensure that the legacy of the Rakkasans will be preserved and ensure
the continuity of the National Association.  Any expenditures from this fund will be reserved for lasting
projects and will be for the direct benefit of the Rakkasans both in the past and the future.

  INCLUSION IN THE LEGACY MEMBERSHIP ROLL CALL

  All donations to this fund will be made in the honor of a Rakkasan past or present and that Rakkasan
will be recognized by the Association in the publications and at events whenever the association forms
or a roll call is made.  The legacy Rakkasan names and service dates will be preserved in the records of
the association and will always hold a place of honor and recognition. Please remember the Rakkasan
National Association in your estate planning and charitable giving. Tax treatment of donations:
Donations to war veterans' organizations are deductible as charitable contributions on the donor's
federal income tax return. At least 90% of the organization's membership must consist of war
veterans. 
 

The term war veterans means
persons, whether or not present
members of the United States
Armed Forces, who have served
in the United States Armed
Forces during a period of war
(including the Korean and
Vietnam conflicts, the Persian
Gulf war, Iraq and Afghanistan
and later declared wars).

The Association has included a
simple codicil form for you to
include in your estate or giving
plan.

RAKKASAN LEGACY FUND
“Ensuring the future of the National Association”
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Please print and mail your
filled out forms to the
Assocation Treasurer: 

James Sullivan
National Rakkasan Association
875 S Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170

The same forms are available
for download on our website:
www.rakkasanassociation.org
Click on the Shimbun link and
scroll down to "printable
forms".

For questions on the legacy
fund or form application email
info@rakkasanassociation.org

STAY CURRENT
Subscribe for email updates from our website or follow on social media.

www.rakkasanassociation.org

facebook.com/NationalRakkasan https://twitter.com/NationalRakk

Want to submit something to the Shimbun? email
info@rakkasanassociation.org


